[Early interactions between mother and child and the development of the psychological life].
Recent research on the perceptual and behavioural performance of the new-born suggest that he has neuromotor and sensory capacities which are programmed to enable him to react in a special way to the stimuli engendered by a human presence. The work of T. B. Brazelton leads us to think that the "good enough mother" develops a relationship with her infant not only by exploiting this special sensitivity which the new-born has to signals of human presence but also by respecting the boundaries of resistance with which a burgeoning mental life opposes the excitation of the impact of an active presence. In admitting that the psyche exploits mental functions to give shape and sense to its state of tension, early mother-child interactions, because they condition the setting up of mental functioning, also influence the beginning of psychic functioning.